                     Words on vessels that are part of “Cover Up”

Main vessel 1
“Even under the most optimistic CO2 emission scenarios, important changes in sea level, regional and super-regional temperatures, and precipitation patterns will have profound effects.  Management of water resources will become more challenging.  Increased incidence of disturbances such as forest fires, insect outbreaks, severe storms, and drought will command public attention and place increasing demands on management resources.  Ecosystems are likely to be pushed increasingly into alternate states with the possible breakdown of traditional species relationships, such as pollinator/plant and predator/prey interactions, adding additional stresses and potential for system failures.  Some agricultural and forest systems may experience near-term productivity increases, but over the long term, many such systems are likely to experience overall decreases in productivity that could result in economic losses....”  Report by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program (and the Subcommittee on Global Change Research), 2008

“Rising temperatures are a major risk for agricultural systems, in particular, monoculture production.  There is now a 5% chance per decade that natural disasters could cause a simultaneous failure of maize production in China and the US (which together produce 60% of the global supply), leading to widespread famine and hardship.”  World Economic Forum, 2018
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“Every time you have that soil or rock of whatever it is that is deposited into the seas, that forces the sea levels to rise, because now you have less space in those oceans, because the bottom is moving up.” Rep. Mo Brooks, (R-AL)

“Recently released emails reveal that E.P.A. Administrator Scott Pruitt personally oversaw efforts last year to strip information on climate change from the agency's website.  Internal messages sent in April 2017 show that newly appointed EPA leaders directed staffers to make key changes to the epa.gov website.  Edits” (ordered by Pruitt) “demanded that data on climate change and the Obama-era Clean Power Plan be stripped away.”  (The emails were released following a Freedom of Information Act (FOI) request filed by advocacy group Environmental Defense Fund (EDF)”

Chantal Da Silva, 2/2/18)

Main vessel 2
“The most comprehensive study done to assess the link between climate change, war and migration has confirmed that the warming planet is fueling conflicts that lead to more refugees.”

A “peer-reviewed study, 'Climate, conflict and forced migration,' published in Elsevier Ltd.s Global Environmental Change, analyzed sprawling data sets covering drought, battle deaths, ethnicity and political systems.  Those were then combined with geographic information about refugee flows.  The researchers discovered that deteriorating climate conditions played a 'statistically significant role' in the recent waves of migrants fleeing Middle East conflict.”

“The research bolsters previous warnings from defense and intelligence agencies that climate change could trigger more conflicts severe enough to uproot populations. 

While a changing climate won't always lead to armed conflict, the regional conditions in the Middle East in 2010 were just right to feed a spiral of violence.  Migration resulting from those rifts stretched from Syria to Sudan, (according to Raya Muttarak, one of the study's co-authors from the U.K.'s University of East Anglia.)

Policies to 'improve the adaptive capacity to deal with the effects of climate change in developing economies may have additional returns by reducing the likelihood of conflict and forced migration.”

(“Pentagon Fears Confirmed: Climate Change Leads to More Wars and Refugees”. Jonathan Tirone, Jan. 23, 2019, Bloomberg News)

“At 3.6 degrees of warming, the report (by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of scientists convened by the U.N.) predicts a 'disproportionately rapid evacuation' of people from the tropics. 'In some parts of the world, national borders will become irrelevant,' (said Aromar Revi, director of the Indian Institute for Human Settlements and an author of the report.) 'You can set up a wall to try to contain 10,000, and 20,000 and one million people, but not 10 million'.”

(Coral Davenport, NYT, Oct. 7, 2018)
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“Four days after President Donald Trump took oath of office, an official at the Department of Agriculture sent an email, the first in a string of messages signaling to staff that the term climate change could seen be erased from the agency's vocabulary.” (Inside Climate News, 20170)

“According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2017 was the warmest year on record.  Despite that, in December 2017 the Trump administration dropped climate change from a list of threats to U.S. National security.”

(The Florida Center for Investigating Reporting first reported Sunday that ) “Gov. Rick Scott's administration ordered Department of Environmental Protection employees, contractors and volunteers not to use the terms 'climate change' and 'global warming' in official communications.”

(Miami Herald, 2015)

Main vessel 3

“The failure to tackle climate change and extreme weather events are the most threatening global risks this year, according to the World Economic Forum.  Inability to mitigate or adapt to climate change leapfrogged several places on the list as the second-most likely risk facing the world in 2019 after extreme weather events, the WEF said in a report published (recently).  What's more, worsening international relations mean the capacity to deal with those major problems has plummeted.”

“If you look at the history of climate change negotiations, actually it was initiated by the IPCC with the support of the Republicans during the Reagan and senior Bush administration during the late 1980's.” Liu Zhenmin, Vice Foreign Minister, People's Republic of China, 2016

“Climate change is increasingly recognized as an ongoing, significant global environmental problem with potential risks to the global economy and ecology, and to human health and wellbeing....AIG recognizes the scientific consensus that coimate change is a reality and is likely in large part the result of human activities that have led to increasing concentrations of greenhouse gases in the eatrth's atmosphere.”

“Most of the largest U.S. companies by market capitalization submitted information to CDP, and the vast majority say the threat is real and serious: Of the 25 companies whose submissions were reviewed by Bloomberg, 21 said they had identified 'inherent climate-related risks with the potential to have a substantial financial or strategic impact' on their business.”

“Tackling climate change requires transformational changes to the broader systems in which we operate.  We believe this must be done both by advocating for public policy that will create the right context for the change, and partnering with others to achieve it.  In addition to our work to eliminate deforestation, we are also working to advance the goals of the Paris Agreement more broadly, limiting global temperature rises to no more that 2 degrees, and ideally 1.5 degrees, by the end of the century.  We are doing this both through ambitious goals for our own operations, as well as working in partnership with others to scale up action with others around the world.”

Unilever Corporation, Climate Action, Advocacy, Policy & Partnership, 2018

“Increasing vulnerability from resource scarcity and climate change, with the potential for major social and economic disruption is the real wild card in the pack....climate change is the greatest economic challenge of the 21st century....Unless we take action (on climate change), future generations will be roasted, toasted, fried and grilled.”

Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, 2012

Cover 3

“The Republican Party reaffirms the moral obligation to be good stewards of the God-given (natural) beauty and resources of our country.... The environment is too important to be left to radical environmentalists.... We support the development of all forms of energy that are marketable in a free economy without subsidies, including coal, oil, natural gas,  nuclear power, and hydropower.... We will enforce the original intent of the Clean Water Act, not its distortion by the EPA regulations.  We will likewise forbid the EPA to regulate carbon dioxide, something never envisioned when Congress passed the Clean Air Act.... Climate change is far from this nation's most pressing national security issue.  This is the triumph of extremism over common sense, and Congress must stop it.... Information concerning a changing climate, especially projections into the long-range future, must be based on dispassionate analysis of hard data.  (We will enforce that standard throughout the executive branch;, among civil servants and presidential appointees alike....) We demand an immediate halt to U.S. Funding for the

U.N.'s Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).”

Republican Platform, (America's Natural Resources: Agriculture, Energy, and the Environment, www.gop.com, 2016).
Main vessel 4
“According to the Fourth National Climate Assessment, if climate change continues at its current pace, the United States will suffer major economic losses from crop failures to severe disruptions to trade to major stress on critical infrastructure-- even the possibility of large-scale migration within the U.S.  The report also confirms that a wide range of disasters from wildfires and hurricanes to famine and disease are the product of human-made changes to the environment.”

“Devastating wildfires, tsunamis and other natural disasters killed over 10,000 people in 2018.  The catastrophes fueled above-average economic losses of $160 billion, according to insurer Munich ReAG.  Those from wildfires in particular have risen as summers become hotter and drier, with the Camp Fire in California proving last year's most expensive natural catastrophe.”

(Source: World Economic Forum Global Risks Report Jan. 2019)

“We actively call for policies that are consistent with ambitions action on climate and enable business-led solutions to scale up and speed up the implementation of the Paris Agreement.... Business has the capability and responsibility to develop and champion solutions to mitigate and adapt to climate change.... Many of these solutions could be scaled up if the right regulatory frameworks were in place.”

World Business Council For Sustainable Development, (Climate Policy) 2018

“A government report in November, 2018, stated that a warmer planet could mean a big hit to G.D.P. in the coming decades.  And (in January 2019) some of the world's most influential economists called for a tax on carbon emissions in the United States, saying that climate change demands 'immediate national action.'  The last four people to lead the Federal Reserve, 15 former leaders of the White House Council of Economic Advisers, and 27 Nobel laureates signed a letter endorsing a gradually rising carbon tax whose proceeds would be distributed to consumers as 'carbon dividends'.”  The New York Times 1/20/2019
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The Trump administration has long rejected prescriptions like a carbon tax.  But policy debates aside, many of the decades ahead are, at their core, going to be climate questions.”  (Neil Irwin, NYT 1/20/19)

“Americans for Prosperity, the political advocacy group funded by the libertarian billionaires Charles and David Koch, has made a point of campaigning against politicians who support a carbon tax.  'Carbon taxes are political poison because they increase gas prices and electric rates', said Myron Bell, who heads the energy program at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, an industry-funded Washington research organization (and who led the Trump administration's transition at the Environmental Protection Agency.)”
Main vessel 5
The Fifth Assessment Report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Finalized in 2014: “Warming of the atmosphere and ocean system is unequivocal.  Many of the associated impacts such as sea level change (among other metrics) have occurred since 1950 at rates unprecedented in the historical record.  There is a clear human influence on the climate.  It is extremely likely that human influence has been the dominant cause of observed warming since 1950, with the level of confidence having increased since the fourth report.  IPCC pointed out that the longer we wait to reduce our emissions, the more expensive it will become.”

“There is high confidence that the sea level rise since the middle of the 19th century has been larger than the mean sea level rise of the prior two millennia.  Concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere has increased to levels unprecedented on earth in 800,000 years.”
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“Give me clean, beautiful (and healthy) air-- not the same old climate change (global warming) bullshit.  I am tired of hearing this nonsense.” (@realDonald Trump)

“The concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. Manufacturing non-competitive.” (Donald Trump, Tweet, 2012)

“You know, you're not allowed to use hairspray anymore because it affects the ozone.  And you know that, right?  I said, you mean to tell me, because hairspray's not like it used to be, (it used to be)- real good.... Today you put the hairspray on it's good for 12 minutes, right?  I said, wait a minute, so if I take hairspray (and I spray it) in my apartment, which is all sealed, you're telling me that affects the ozone layer?  I say, no way, folks, no way.”

President Donald Trump, 2016

